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13TH REPORT OF THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The magnitude and importance of the operations of this admi- 
rable [nstitution, and the interesting natyre of its correspondence, 
have stamped such a value on its Annual Reports, that we feel 
convinced that our readers will be gratified in seeing a considera- 
ble number of our pages filled with extracts from the document 
mentioned at the head of this article, which we have recently re- 
ceived. The limits of our publication will only admit of a com- 
pendious selection from the great mass of interesting details con- 
tained in that volume, consisting of 46¢ lange octavo pages. 


@RE 1397H ReBORT, We. 


it is with the sincerest satisfaction that the Committee of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society enter upon the task, now be- 
come not a little onerous and embarrassing, of presenting thew 
oflicial Report for the past year. 

The Bible Societies are, in fact,so numerous, and the character 
of their proceedings, from their direction to one object, has se 
general a similarity, that a detailed narrative of the transactions 
of each, would exhaust the attention by its repetition ; particular- 
ly as what is to be said of the zeal and activity of many, may be 
considered, in a great degree, as applicable to all. 

inasmuch, however, as the British and Foreign Bible Society 
stands engaged to the world, for aiding and encouraging the efforts 
of all whe in every place exert themselves in the cause to which it 
is devoted, the Committee deem it their indispensable duty to 
communicate an account of those efforts, so far as may be consist- 
ent with the limits of their Annual Report. 

Adopting, therefore, the medium prescribed by ‘these observa- 
tions, your Committee will endeavour to collect from the eccarren- 
ces of the last year, such facts and information in connexion with 
the British and Fereign Bible Society, as will exhibit a distinct 
view of its progress and prospects in the work which it has under- 
taken—the circulation of the Scriptures in every accessible part 
of the werld. 

Of the Convinentar Societies it existence at the period of the 
last Anniversary, it may be geverally observed, that their atten- 
tion to promote the object of their establishment demonstrates 
their increasing sense of its utility and importance ; that the bene- 
ficial effects resulting from the circulation of the Seriptures have 
proved powerful inducements to continue and enlarge this benevo- 
lent work ; and that, if its operation has in any degree been cir- 
camscribed by the general —_ whieh has been more or less 
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felt on the Continent, the zeal for carrying it on has not on that 
account abated. 

The complete organization of the Vetherlands Bible Society was 
noticed in the last Report. Inthe month of June following, dele- 
gates from the various divisions of it attended a General Meeting 
held in Amsterdam, when the propositions suggested by them on 
the part of their respective societies were discussed, and a Select 
Committee appointed, to arrange the proper measures for giving 
energy and effect to their individual and combined exertions. 

Exclusive of Branches and Associations, which are greatly mul- 
tiplying in'the Northern Provinces of the kingdom, the number of 
Societies is stated to be sixty ; and the attention of the Netherlands 
Bible Society has been more immediately directed to the printing 
of new editions of the Dutch Scriptures, and the distribution of 
them. The Bible Societies at Rotterdam and the Hague are in a 
flourishing state, and zealous and active in their departments. 

The Hanoverian Bible Society, under the patronage of His Roy- 
al Highness the Duke of Cambridge, has completed the printing of 
an edition of 10,000 copies of Luther’s German Bible, most of 
which have already been put into circulation; and another Aux- 
iliary has been added to that Institution, by the establishment of 
an East-Frisia Bible Society, for the encouragement of which 1001. 
have been voted to the Hanoverian Society.—The formation of 
the Osnaburgh Bible Society in connexion with that of Hanover, 
was reported at the last Anniversary. A letter from a correspon- 
dent at Osnaburgh contains the pleasing intelligence, that ‘ their 
Catholic fellow-citizens labour with them hand in hand, and many of 
that communion show a readiness to oblain and peruse the Scriptures.” 

The exertions of the Prussian Bible Society continue to be dili- 
gently and most usefully pursued. To the eight Auxiliaries united 
to the Central-Society in the course of its first year, twelve more 
were added before the expiration of the second ; and so vigorously 
have these subordinate societies flourished, that one of them, that at 
Ceslin, is said to number not fewer than seven Branches in con- 
nexion with it. 

The Central Society is engaged in printing two large editions 
of the German Bible, as well as an edition of the Scriptures in the 
dialect of the Wends in Nether Lusatia, which the Secretary of the 
Society pronounces ‘‘ one of the most useful works ever underta- 
ken ;” and its Auxiliary at Breslau is printing an edition of Lu- 
ther’s Bible, with an extra number of New Testaments. 

By the Second Report of the Prussian Bible Society, from which 
a portion of the foregoing intelligence has been derived, the Com- 
mittee observe, with equal admiration and gratitude, the steady 
march by which this Society is advancing towards the attainment 
of its object. For much of its success it is indebted, under the 
blessing of God, to the warm and decided encouragement which 
it receives from His Prussian Majesty and several branches of the 
royal family ; not to mention the personal co-operation which it 
experiences from Ministers of State, dignified Clergy, and numer- 
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ous individuals of property and influence, in various parts of the 
kingdom. 

On the whole, when your Committee advert to the character 
and proceedings of this important Society ; when they consider 
the contributions it has raised, the Auxiliaries it has organized, 
the copies of the Scriptures it has distributed, and those which it 
is preparing for distribution ; they cannot but feelingly participate 
in the gratification expressed by His Prussian Majesty, on ‘* the 
religious spirit in which the beneficial undertaking of the Prussian 
Society has been conducted,” and in the persuasion that its exam- 
ple will produce the most advantageous effects in several parts of 
Germany. 

The Bible Society of the Grand Duchy of Berg continues to 
prosper. The demand for Bibles is great ; the Committee act in 
a spirit of harmony and brotherly love, and the interesting facts 
communicated by them evidently prove the blessing of God at- 
tending the distribution of His word. 

The Saxon Bible Society, which has been favoured by His Ma- 
jesty the King with freedom of postage, is proceeding with great 
alacrity in printing 10,000 copies of Luther’s German Bible. 

The Frankfort Bible Society has applied its limited means, with 
verv happy effects, to the relief of the poor and prisoners. Many 
of the latter class who had devoted their time to gaming, now read 
the Bible in their cells. 

The following quotations from the correspondence of the Rev. 
Leander Van Ess, of Marburg, afford very gratifying intelligence : 
‘* You will rejoice that, chiefly through your assistance, | have 
been enabled to disperse, (up to June, 1816,) 51,146 copies of my 
New Testament, 2,000 of Luther’s Bible, and 2,300 of his 
New Testament, on the highway of the Lord, among my Catho- 
lic as well as Protestant brethren. 1 can, from my own experi- 
ence, and that of my correspondents, joyfully testify, that the 
main object in thus disseminating the Holy Scriptures has been 
accomplished ; that a spirit of vital religion has been diffused ; 
and that many illuminated by the light of divine truth, and strength- 


_ ened with power from on bigh, now lead a holy and useful life.” 


‘My New Testament appeared in some districts where thou- 
sands of Catholics knew the Bible only by name. [| could easily 
dispose of 30,000 copies of my New Testament among Catholics, 
and several thousand of Luther's Bible among Protestants.” 

Your Committee, anxious to encourage the exertions of this pious 
Catholic while opportunity favours bis zeal, have made two sepa- 
rate grants of 5001. each, to assist them. 

Another Catholic Clergyman in correspondence with your So- 
ciety, has within a short space of time distributed nearly 20,000 
New Testaments, and is preparing the means of a further and 
more extensive distribution. 

This correspondent bas also had the happiness to witness the 
most beneficial effects of his labours, of which many instances 
might be adduced. 

In one of his letters the following passage occurs : 
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** Old men who had never learned to read are now desirous to 
Jearn, that they in their advanced age may find consolation from 
the Holy Scriptures.” ‘Fhe demands for the Ratisboo New Tes- 
tament also continue to increase in a degree which renders it difh- 
cult to meet them. 

The following extract from Stutgard will be satisfactory, as at- 
testing the activity of the Wiirtembury Bible Society. 

‘* Thus, with the help of God, we have distributed upwards of 
10,000 Bibles, and 2,000 extra ‘I'estaments, among the people 
around us, with the sincere wish and prayer to God, that the dis- 
semination of his holy word may, produce fruits of holiness in the 
souls of many, and to the glory of his holy name.” 

In the midst of the great distresses which have prevailed in al- 
most every part of the kingdom, the Wiirtemberg Bible Society 
has received many most pleasing proofs of the liberality of its 
friends. When its Directors presented copies of their Bible to the 
Jate King, to the respective branches of the Royal Family, to the 
Ministers of State, as well as to other noblemen and gentlemen, 
they received in return several handsoine benefactions ; and imany 
of the poor peasants in the villages seem to vie with each other in 
offering their mites. 

The Swiss Bible Societies at Basle, Schaffhausen, Zurich, Saint 
Gall, Aarau, Bern, Chur, Geneva, Lausanne, and Neufchatel, mu- 
tually stimulate and assist each other in their career of sacred 
benevolence. Many interesting particulars of their useful activity 
will be found in the Appendix to this Keport. To prove the pro- 
gressive state of the operations of the Basle Society, the following 
simple but interesting facts will suffice ; that, 


Bibles. Testaments, 
In 1813 it distributed - - (1299 
1814 - - - - . 2533 
tei) Site) seetun See 3796 
1816 - - - - - 7920 9383 


The same Society is now engaged m printing several editions 
ofthe German and French Scriptures, in the carrying on of which 
works your Committee have assisted it with 5001. 

The Zurich Society has completed a folio and an octayo edition 
of the German Bible. 

The Bible Society at Saint Gall has had great success in dis- 
tributing copies of the Scriptures both among Protestants and 
Catholics, and the demand for-them is daily increasing. 

A letter from a Capuchin Moni:, to whom a donation o: 50/. was 
presented, to enable him, to distribute the Scriptures, contains the 
following pleasing information: ** That the Bible is now read by 
thousands of Catholics with devout attention and cordial joy, and 
that the writer himself had induced many parish ministers and 
schoolmasters to introduce the New ‘Testament into their congre- 
gations and schools.”’ 

In the North of Germany, the Hambro’ Altona Bible Society is 
prosecuting the object of its institution with great zeal. In conse- 
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quence of the offer of a loan of 500l,.from your Committee, this 
Society has engaged to print a German Bible of 10,000 copies, 
after the Canstein edition. 

Of the augmented circulation of the Scriptures in Germany, it 
is a sufficient proof, that the the demand for Bibles by the numer- 
ous Societies established in that country, is now so great that the 
Canstein Institution at Ialle, on which they had been accustomed 
chiefly to depend for supplies, is no longer able, notwithstanding 
the most strenuous exertions, to furnish the number required, and 
the Bible Societies are under the necessity of printing them for 
their own distribution. 

Your Committee have next to report the transactions connected 
with the British and Foreign Bible Society in the three Northern 
Kingdoms of Europe. 

Beginning with Denmark, they have the pleasure to announce, 
that the Danish Bible Society is in a. progressive state, with respect 
to the increase of its benefactors and subscribers ; and its Commit- 
tee look forward with hope to the beneficial effects of the interest 
which it is gaining in the public mind. It has nearly finished the 
revision of the Danish New Testament for the press, and has re- 
solved to print an edition of the Creolese New Testament for the 
use of the Christian negroes. 

A very flourishing Auxiliary has beeen formed at Odensee, the 
capital] ot the Island of Fuehnen, under the auspices and Presiden- 
cy of the Crown Prince, Christian Frederick. Of the interest 
which his Royal Highness takes in this cause, a judgment may be 
formed from the following extract of a letter with which he has 
honoured the President of this Society : 

** Nor do I feel less pleasure in availing myself of this opportu- 
nity to express my high regard for the Society, and the good wish- 
es | shall ever entertain for the successful progress of an [nstitution 
on which I pray the divine blessing of Providence may ever rest” 

At the formation of the Odensee Auxiliary Society, it was re- 
commended to such of the Directors as reside in the country to 
form Branch Societies and Bible Associations. 

‘To this important object the attention of the Committee of the 
Sleswig-Holstein Bible Society, assisted by the personal experi- 
ence and efforts of the Rev. Ebenezer Henderson, has been most 
successfully directed. More than filty Auxiliary Societies, or Bi- 
ble Associations, have been formed in that part of the Danish do- 
minions, between the Little Belt and the town of Altona. 

The same Society has also undertaken the establishment of a 
dep6t for Bibles, and a Biblical Library. 

These extraordinary exertions, which are still carrying on, have 
increased the demand for the Scriptures beyond the power of the 
Sleswig -Holstein Society to satisfy it. As a temporary assistance, 
your Committee have ordered an immediate supply of Danish Bi- 
bles and Testaments; and, with a view (oa more permanent pro- 
vision, have proposed to the Danish Bible Society at Copenha- 
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gen, to print an edition of 10,000 copies of the Danish Bible, with 
an offer of 500/. in aid of the expense thereof, which offer has 
been accepted. 

In the Farce Islands, the institution of the Danish Bible Socie- 
ty has been hailed by the inhabitants as a most propitious event, 
and a liberal contribution bas been raised by them in aid of its 
funds. 

The Icelandic Bible Society, of which the foundation was laid 
by the Rev. Mr. Henderson, during his residence in that island, 
having been established, your Committee have added 3001. to its 
funds. 

The intelligence from Sweden respecting the Bible Institutions 
in that country is highly gratifying. The zeal which animates 
the Swedish Bible Society has been imparted in a considerable 
degree to the public at large, is gradually acquiring influence, and 
is displayed in unremitting efforts for extending the circulation of 
the Holy Scriptures, which are more eagerly sought for than ever. 
For this purpose, among other judicious measures, the arrange- 
ments for printing at Stockholm have been multiplied and enlarged. 

The Committee of the Gothenburg Auxiliary Society, of which 
the. pious and venerable Bishop Wingard is President, display the 
same zea] for which they have ever been distinguished. They 
have supplied all the workhouses, prisons, houses of charity, and 
hospitals, within their district, with copies of the Sacred Volume. 
Their funds indeed have been devoted to the benefit of the poor ; 
and, on this account, although their subscriptions are considerable, 
they are far from being adequate to the demands upon them. The 
Committee still, however, proceed in the gratuitous distribution of 
the Scriptures to the necessitous ; ‘‘ confident” (to use their own 
words) ‘* that Divine Providence will not permit the good work to 
be interrupted for want of means to carry it on.” 

All the Bible Societies in Sweden are considered as Auxiliaries 
to the Swedish National Society at Stockholm ; and there-are only 
three dioceses in which societies remain to be instituted. Bible 

Associations are forming in different parts of the kingdom. 
Your Committee remark with pleasure a proposal from the Swe- 
dish Bible Society to that of St. Petersburg, for opening a corres- 
pondence between them on the object of their respective Institu- 
tions, with a view to their mutual information and benefit; and 
that it had been accepted. 

For the deep interest which has been excited in Sweden to cir- 
culate the Holy Scriptures, that country is greatly indebted to the 
pious zeal and energy of the highly respectable President of the 
Swedish Bible Society, His Excellency Count Rosenblad. In the 
raidst of his laborious official duties as one of the first Ministers of 
State, he has found time to devote the closest attention to. the con- 
cerns of the Bible Society ; animating the zeal of the members. 
and encouraging their Jabours, by his own example. 


[To be continued. } 
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INDIA. 
From the London Evangelical Magazine, Aug. 1817. 


The Missionaries in India have agreed to collect from each sta- 
tion the most material occurrences, and to print them for their mu- 
tual benefit and the gratification of their friends, in a quarterly pa- 
per, at Madras. . The Directors have lately received the following, 
which they gladly present to the members of the Society, as af- 
fording an interesting view of the present state of the work : 


BELLARY. 


1. The Translations —Matthew, Mark, Luke, and Jobn, part of 
the Acts, the Epistles to the Ephesians, John’s three Epistles, the 
first ten chapters of Genesis, and a pretty large tract, composed of 
extracts from the Sacred Scriptures, have been translated. Mat- 
thew and part of Luke have been several times carefully revised, 
and the former is now ready for the press. We expected to have 
had the whole of the Gospels in the same state of furwardness by 
this time, but a variety of other duties have caused a delay ; how- 
ever we hope soon to announce their completion, and the progress 
of several other parts of the sacred volume. We feel the vast im- 
portance of this part of our work, and are anxious to proceed in it 
as fast as possible, but we wish also to send out our translations as 
correct as we can make them. 

Il. Schools belonging to the Mission.—tst. The boarding- 
School.in the mission house contains 24 scholars, some of whom 
appear promising children, and we hope have derived lasting be- 
nefit from their being placed under our care. ‘The profits arising 
from this school, with the salaries which we received from the Mis- 
sionary Society, are united in one general public fund, by which 
we are enabled to support three native schools, moonshees, a pub- 
lic reader, several writers for copying tracts, &c. &c. and to de- 
fray the expenses of a large and increasing establishment. 2d. A 
school in the Fort, called ‘ The Bellary Charity School,’ suppert- 
ed by public subscription: upwards of 200 children have been 
educated in it since its establishment in 1811. At present there 
are 31 children in the school, five of whom are boarded, clothed, 
and lodged in it. For nearly three years past it has been con- 
ducted by a very worthy pious man, connected with the army, but 
who is now excused from military duty. We have reason to be- 
lieve. this school has proved a blessing to many, who would other- 
wise have grown up as ignorant and wicked, or worse, than the heath- 
en. 3d. A native school in the mission garden, for Canara and Gentoo 
children, in swhich the Sacred Scriptures are read, and the cate- 
chisms are taught. About 50 children are inthisschool. 4th. An 
English school, for native scholars, in the mission garden also, in 
which 26 are learning the English language, of which some have 
acquired a considerable knowledge. 5th. A native school in the 
Coul Bazar, about a mile from the mission house, in which 55 chil- 
dren are instructed in their own language, and the principles of 
Christianity. 
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We have also native schools at Ruggool, Assoondy, Hurriall, and 
Paltoon, villages in the neighbourhood of Bellary, in which about 
150 children are instructed in the same manner as those at home. 
Four of these native schools are supported partly by the monthly 
contribution of a few kind friends at Madras, and partly by the sa- 
cramental collections. 

Many applications have been made by the inhabitants of other 
villages, and it is our intention to form several other schools in eli- 
gible stations, as soon as our funds will admit of it. We intend so- 
liciting aid from the Society, to enable us to establish five or six 
more. In some of the schools prejudices have been at first exci- 
ted by requiring the children to read the Sacred Scriptures, and 
Jearn the catechisms: but in general they have very soon subsided. 
We fee] much interest in this part of our establishment, and hope 
in time to see it prove eminently useful. Lord, smile upon the 
precious seed thus sown, and make it fruitful ! 

Il, Distributing tracts and portions of the Sacred Screptures.— 
Of these at present we have but a smal] variety ; but the few we 
have keep several! writers constantly employed incopying. Thou- 
sands have been distributed in Bellary, and the country around, 
and we have more applications for them than we can possibly sup- 
ply. The catechisms, we are credibly informed, ave introduced 
and taught in many schools in the country around, besides our own. 
Scarcely a day passes without maby persons coming to us for tracts, 
which affords us opportunities of explaining their contents, and 
preaching to them Jesus, and salvation by him. 

As yet we have not commenced regular public worship on the 
Sabbath in the Canara language, but we intend it in the course of 
the}present month in one of our scbool-rooms: May a divine blessing 
accompany the word and make it the power of God to the salvation 
of many. Several natives whom we have endeavoured to instruct in 
the gospel of Christ, for a time appeared under concern and great- 
ly excited our hopes, and twojwere desirous of being baptized, but 
it was thought prudent to keep them a while in a state of proba- 
tion; and, alas! time has proved that their hearts avere not right 
with God. 

IV... European Soldiers.—We have reason to rejoice that a 
great work is going on among the soldiers of his Majesty’s 34th 
regiment, new stationed here: it was commenced by the labours 
of the pious and Rev. M. Smyth, at Trichinopoly ; and after- 
wards while in camp, the Lord was pleased to bless the exertions 
of one of the pious soldiers, by whom several were brought to the 
knowledge of the truth since they came to Bellary, which was in 
August last. A great number have constantly attended our preach- 
ing in the Fort, and several have been awakened, and, we trust, 
savingly converted to God. In the beginning of October last, 24 
were received into the church; in December, two more ; and six 
others are to be received at our next church-meeting. Several 
others appear to be under serious concern. ‘Three evenings in 
the week we preach to them in the school-room, and the other 
evenings they meet in it for prayer and praise. 
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We have an Auxiliary Missionary Society, which is increasing ; 
last year we raised upwards of 100 pagodas, and this year, should 
the 84th regiment remain with us, we hope to raise much more. 

A Tract Society has also been established among us, which has 
already sent 10 pagodas to the parent Society. We have also a 
Reading Society, which has about 40 members, and has proved 
highly useful in promoting the good cause. 

Our worthy brother Taylor, from his knowledge of the Tamul; 
begins to afford us much help in translating ; he also takes an ac- 
tive part in the schools, and once a month preaches in English in 
the Fort. 

Bomeay—Our American brethren have been written to on the 
subject of uniting with us in the circular. No answer has been 
received ; but our brother Skinner, who lately saw them, brought 
us very pleasing intelligence of their qualifications, their devoted- 
ness, and their prospects. 

Catcutta.—A copious epistle has been received from the bre- 
thren Townley and Keith. They arrived safely, September 7th, 
and found a number of pious and true kind friends, whose hearts 
were inclined towards them, and who gave them a most hospita- 
ble reception. After stating a variety of particulars, Brother Town- 
ley adds, ‘ October 21st, took possession of the house in which 
this is written. November 3d, commenced public worship in the 
ball, which will: accommodate about 60 people. In the morning 
about 15 attended, and about twice.as many in the evening. No- 
vember 4, gave the missionary address at the chapel. 

‘ 6th.—Worship in our hall; more attended than on Sabbath. 

* 20th.—Our room this evening would but just accommodate the 
congregation. If another individual had come, there would have 
been no room for him. Several persons of respectability attend- 
ed. We were thankful to our ever provident Master, that we had 
it in our power to announce to our hearers that in future worsbip 
would be held in Freemasons’ Hall, in Duremtelleh. This place 
will accommodate about twice the number of our private hall, and 
has, in a very liberal and handsome manner, been gratuitously 
lent us by the members of the Freemasons’ Lodge of True Friend- 
ship. 

‘On the 24th, transferred our worship to Free-masons’ Hall. 
The congregation seems gradually increasing. 

‘ Dec, 2d.—The missionary prayer-meeting was consolidated 
with that of the Baptist brethren, and held at Free-masons’ Hall. 
‘the address was given by brother Ward. Having given theehro- 
nological accounts, he adds, Dr. Carey has been dangerously ill 
his life was almost despaired of ; but the strong cries and impor- 
tunate prayers offered up for this invaluable servant of Jesus Christ, 
lave been heard and answered. He is now quite out of danger, 
and fast recovering. You will be pleased to learn that the Bap- 
tist brethren and ourselves are living upon the most friendly terms. 
We have preaching repeatedly for them at the chapel and at the 
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Fort, and they show us much affection ; it will be our study not te 
forieit their esteem, which we highly prize. The brethren are 
diligently employed in studying the language. Brother Keith and 
his wife are in good health. Mrs. Townley was safely delivered 
of a fine boy, on December 5th, and we hope her valuable life 
will long be spared.’ 

Cevton —We must apologize to the brethren Erhardt, Palm, 
and Read, for not communicating to them our proposed plan, but 
shall take the first opportunity of forwarding to them the intelli- 
gence. They were in good health when they last wrote to broth- 
er Loveless. 

The American brethren also in this island we hope’ will join us, 
as we correspond with them at present, and have lately received 
some pleasing intelligence from them. 

They have in their possession the large church built by the Por- 
tuguese. The Governor is the father of every good institution. 
The chaplains are very kind and affectionate, and the Wesleyan 
brethren are very devotedly engaged in their great and glorious 
work. 

Cuinsvran.—Brother May was writing to us some time since, 
but his letter is not yet arrived ; however we rejoice to say that 
he is in good health and spirits, and his schools are reported to be 
in a flourishing condition. He has lately entered into the honoura- 
ble state of matrimony with Miss Balfour of Calcutta. 

Gansam.— The pestilence that walketh in darkness, and the des- 
truction that wasteth at noon-day, having almost depopulated that 
once healthy place, our afflicted brother Lee, with his family, re- 
moved to Vizag: there they remained for a little season, but find- 
ing no benefit from the change, they pursued their course to Ma- 
dras. 

Here they arrived September 8tb, almost exhausted with the 
awful effects of the fever. Their passage was unusually protract- 
ed, and peculiarly distressing. For the space of several days they 
had no bread to eat, and though exposed to a vertical sun, and 
burning with the fever, yet no water could be procured, except 
one cask from. a brig which passed them, and from the surround- 
ing current which floated their bark: their oil and candles were 
quite exhausted, so that the rind of bacon was used as a substitute. 
Amidst all their distress, sister Lee was confined ; but through the 
‘gracious kindness of our heavenly Father, both root and branch 
were spared. ‘During the whole passage, the captain treated them 
with the utmost kindness, which brother and sister Lee never will 
forget. Since their arrival they have gradually recovered, and 
are now iu a, convalescent state, and waiting for a passage to re- 
turn to their station. 

Mapras.—~+The Missionary Chapel which was erected in 1810 
by the liberal contribution of several valuable friends, is still sup- 
ported by the band of munificence. In this sacred place we have 
frequent epporiunities of preaching the glorious gospel. On Sun- 
day morning and evening, and on Wednesday evening, many as- 
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semble to hear the word of life. Every Friday evening we hold a 
prayer-meeting, and a missionary prayer-meeting the first Monday 
in the month. 

Verery.—Brother Loveless has lately opened his large school- 
room for divine service, and we rejoice in hope that God will bless 
his word to the great numbers that attend. 

Forr.—Here we preach Monday and Thursday evenings to 
some of our countrymen belonging to the army. A few of them 
are pious, and very earnest with their comrades to join them, but 
they care for none of these things. 

Mount.—-This is situated eight miles from Madras, whither we 
go on Fridays to preach to the soldiers. A little society has long 
been here, who meet in a house left for that purpose by a pious 
serjeant major. 

The Missionary Free School which stands on the right-hand side 
of the chapel, which was built by contribution of several valuable 
friends, is still liberally supported. From this institution great 
good, we hope, will arise. The lad who copied this letter had the 
chief part of his instruction there: 197 boys have been educated 
in it since it was opened in 1815, and 147 boys are on the present 
establishment. 

The Missionary Free School for girls, on the left-hand side in 
the chapel garden, is begun, and all the money subscribed, which 
will be required for its completion. The building of it will cost 
about 380 pagodas, and one wealthy gentleman has given towards 
it no less than 21. pagodas, and a subscription of 8 pagodas per 
month. 

Our native schools at Pudemettoo, Choolay Bazar, Hospital 
Gate, Elephant Gate, and Popham’s Broadway, contain about 250 
children. ‘They are yetina state of infancy, but promise fair to 
be productive of good. The children are intelligent and active, 
and amidst the ashes of fallen nature exhibit many a spark of ce- 
lestial glory to the attentive eye, while the anxious breast longs 
for the fruition of its hopes in the salvation of their souls, 

The Mi: sionary Friend Society was established in 1814. The 
first year it remitted to the Parent Institution 120. pagodas; the 
second, 150 pagodas; and the Jast four months bas produced 70 
pagodas. The arrival of the Moira, Aug. 26, added greatly to 
eur missionary strength. The brethren Townley and Keith re- 
mained with us one day, and proceeded to Calcutta. Brother 
Reeve continued with us till September 12, when he departed for 
Bellary. 

On the 24th. of October, brother Skinner, of Surat, was united 
im the honourable state of matrimony with Miss Sophia Smith. 
The 12th of December, they left us, and travelled over land to 
Tellicherry, whither they safely arrived in about twenty days alter 
they left Madras: Miss Smith accompanied them. 

Brother Mead has attached himself to this mission, and brother 
Render is residing at Royapettah, where he preaches in-big own 
house on Sunday evening, and at St, Thome on Sunday morning, 
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He bas an English school, a Malabar school, and a Gentoo school. 
Rev. Mr. Rhenius, the Church Missionary here, possesses the 
true spirit of his office. He has made great proficiency in the 
language; has commenced preaching, and has one fiourishing 
school of long standing, and others just opened, and is about to lay 
the foundation of a missionary church in the middle of the town. 

Rev. Mr. Lynch, of Mr. Wesley’s connexion, is expected here 
shortly. During the last year several pious chaplains have arriv- 
ed here, and are now residing at various settlements. ‘Two Church 
Missionaries have also arrived, and we hope soon to hear that they 
are safely settled on the south-west coast. 

There is here an excellent institution for relieving the distressed, 
called the Friend in Need Society, under the patronage of the 
Kev. M. Thompson, by which upwards of 120 persons are re- 
lieved monthly. 

Surat.—The brethren Skinner and Fyvia are laboring with 
great diligence and delight in this ancient city. They have made 
some considerable progress in the Guzerattee language, are forin- 
ing a Vocabulary and Grammar, and have nearly translated the 
Epistle to the Galatians.—Their native schools consist of 40 chil- 
drer.. 

VizacaPataM.—No official accounts have arrived from the 
Brethren, but from private letters we are glad to know that Mr. 
Gordon is well, and vigorously engaged in his mission, Mr. Daw- 
son is also much recovered {from his late indisposition. 


(Signed) W. C. Love ess. 
Ricwaro Knit. 
February, 1817. Cuarces Mean. 


SIERRA LEONE. 


It is very satisfactory to learn that the conduct and management 
of the re-captured Negroes, in the several towns, by the Society's 
Missionaries and Schoolmasters, are much approved by the persons 
in authority. 

Of some of the children assembled at Leicester Mountain, Mr. 
During sends an affecting account :-— 

‘ One Sunday evening, after family prayer with the female chil- 
dren, | went into my room, which is close to the female school, 
much fatigued and castdown. A temptation came into my mind— 
‘Alas! what does it profit, to spend health and strength here! 
Poor Africans never will accept that Saviour who shed his blood 
for them! Tossed about thus in my mind, | heard a groaning voice, 
like a person in deep distress. As we had so many sick children, 
this kind of noise was not uncommon ; but, at this time, it rather 
alarmed me. I went therefore in haste toward the school ; and, 
when I opened the door, in expectation of wilnessing some accident 
ur other, to my astonishment I saw four of our elder girls on their 
knees, praying to the Lord for mercy and pardon for their sins, 
The words ‘which they made use of were broken Enylish; but [ 
sincerely believe that they prayed out of the fullness of their souls, 
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and poured out their hearts with tears before the Lord. They had 
no knowledge of my being near them, which removed at once all 
doubt of their sincerity—The scene was truly affecting. They 
were crying ; and I could not prevent the tears from running down 
my cheeks, while I felt what I had never felt before in Africa. 
These girls have shewn from that time, and do shew it still, that 
they love the Lord their Saviour.’ 

Labor, even in Africa, is, under such circumstances, its own re- 
ward to a true Christian. Some of the adults also in Leicester 
Mountain begin to manifest the genuine influence of the truth. An 
affecting incident is related by one of the School -masters : 

‘On going to the hut of one of the poor re-captured Negro wo- 
men, who seemed to have been much impressed by what she had 
heard from me of the love of God to sinners, I found her alone, 
praying and wrestling with God for the pardon of her sins, floods 
of tears running down her cheeks. 1 asked what was the matter 
with her. She said, in a trembling tone, ‘O Massa, Massa! my 
heart trouble me too (very) much—imy heart very bad.’ I pray- 
ed with ber: but her anguish of spirit seemed to increase upon 
her. I told her to give her bad heart to Jesus ; and He would 
make it good, and then she would be a happy woman. ° She asked 
how she was to give her bad heart to Jesus. I told her she must 
pray. She fell down on her knees, and poured out her penitent 
soul in such expressions as, ‘O Massa .«csus! you love poor sin- 
ners! Massa Jesus, me bad too much :’—into whose ear ?—into the 
ear of Him, who hath said, Blessed are they that mourn, for they 
shall be comforted. 

— +e 
From the Auxiliary Tract Soctety, Walworth, England. 

A Susscrizer to a Tract Society in England informed the 
Committee, that his daily employ was in a Warehouse, among a 
considerable number of men, who, he had reason to fear, were 
for the most part enemies to God by wicked works; he took 
some suitable tracts with him to circulate among them, which 
were attended with so much success, that in a short period he 
obtained rairty weekly and quarterly Subscribers: while thus 
engaged in distributing Tracts to those around him, a Young Man 
of reprobate character came up to him, and, with an oath exclaim- 
ed, ‘*‘ Have you got one that will suit me ?’’ Our friend replied, 
‘Yours is a dreadful case, but | think | have one that is suited 
to you.” He then gave him the Tract entitled, Tne Swearer’s 
Prayer, and entreated him to read it with care and attention, 
and to inform him, when he had perused it, if he approved of what 
was therein stated. Having read it three times, he said, ‘‘ 1 am 
now satisfied that swearing is wreng, and | am sorry to say, I am-.so 
apt to swear, that I don’t know when | do it; but | hope, from this 
time, | shall endeavour to wean myself from such a practice.”” He 
then entered his name as a regular Subscriber, and soon afterwards 
prevailed upon two others to follow his example, and from that 
time to the present, he has never been heard to repeat those aw- 
tul expressions to which he was before accustomed. 
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Many of the children in the Sunday School, who have obtain- 
ed Tracts by their Subscriptions, have felt interested in their dis- 
tribution Séveral of them have given the Secretary an account 
of the plans they have adopted.—Two Boys employed their 
leisure-time in throwing them into windows, areas, cellars, butcher’s 
shops, and other places where it was probable they would be pick- 
ed up. ‘* Some,” say they, ‘‘ we distributed on the road amongst 
Hackney Coachmen, and one (entitled the Lorv’s Day,) we gave 
at a house where we have often seen the master working in his 
garden on Sundays.” One of our Juvenile Subscribers, who from 
the commencement of the Society has been particularly active, 
has, during the past year collected £2 15s. 1d, and distributed 
1687 Tracts. Two or three instances, in particular, of the ad- 
vantages of this mode of distribution, are worthy of notice. He 
was in the habit of going to the shop of a man who was much 
addicted to swearing, and whose wife, also, was guilty of the same 
practice ; he spoke to them on the impropriety of their conduct, 
and gave them Tne Swearer’s Prayer, requesting them to 
read it, which they promised todo. When he called again, the 
man expressei! his pleasure at seeing a boy so well employed, 
and desired to have more Tracts; when he afterwards called, 
he often found them reading them, and he never again heard them 
make use of improper language ; the man became a regular Sub- 
scriber, and frequently {ave him additional money to purchase 
Traets for him, which he distributed among his neighbours. 

The same boy was passing the door of a Public-House, when 
he heard a great noise ; he felt a degree of timidity, but deter- 
mined to enter: he found some singing, others swearing, and the 
whole in the greatest disorder and confusion. He laid down THe 
Sweaner’s Payer among them, and retreated as quickly as 
possible. He had not gone far, before he was overtaken by the 
Post-Boy, who requested him to return, which he did. ‘They 
then asked who employed him to distribute Tracts ; he answered, 
** No one.” ‘They then inquired what had induced him to do so. 
He said—‘* My motive is to do good; I often give Tracts away 
in Public-Houses ; and as | heard you making a noise, I thought 
it might suit some of you.” He had been to the Writing-School, 
and had his Copy-Book under his arm. One of them asked him 
—’* What have you got there ?”—** My Copy-Book”—‘* What is 
there in it?”’—* 1 will read some of it, if you please.”—They 
desired him todo so. He opened on a piece against Drunkenness, 
which he read: they heard him with attention; some of them 
offered to give him money for his trouble, which he refused, and 
two of them agreed to become subscribers to the Society ; but 
through some mistake he could not afterwards find their residence. 
One of the company took the boy’s hat from his head, and made 
a collection round the Tap-Room. which they gave bim to pur- 
chase Tracts with. They then dismissed him, and desired him 
to come again another time. 


The Committee take this opportunity of urging upon the con- 
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sideration of the reader, how much the prosperity of a Tract 
Society, depends on the activity of those who favour the cause by 
their Subscriptions. Many persons entertain an erroneous 
opinion that all this rests with those who have the more immediate 
charge of the internal concerns of such a society ; but if every 
individual member would bestow a little pains, and resolve, that 
such Tracts as they receive for their subscriptions, should be dis- 
tributed by them to the best of their judgment, much more extend- 
ed benefit might be reasonably expected. 


ed 
HAMPSHIRE BIBLE SOCIETY, (MaS3.) 


On the 15th October, the Hampshire Bible Society met at. North- 
ampton. ‘The Directors made their Report, by which it appears, 
that the amount of receipts for the last year was $1096, 70; of 
which $400 have been remitted to the American Bible Society. 
The number of Bibles purchased for the use of the Society, was 
800, of which 506 have been distributed during the same time. 
Strange as it may seem, there were several) families within the 
sphere of the operations of this Institution, wholly destitute of the 
Scriptures and many more destitute of an entire copy. 

After the report of the Directors, the Scciety proceeded to the 
annual choice of its Officers.—The Hon. Caleb Strong, on account 
of ill-health, declining a re-election, the Rev. Narnay Perxrns, 
was chosen President: Hon. Joseph Lyman, Vice-President ; 
Ebenezer Hunt, Jr. Esq. Treasurer; Isaac C. Bates, Esq. Se- 
cretary; Rev. Henry Lord, Rev. David Pease, Dr. William 
Porter, Noah Webster, and N. Smith, Esys. Directors. 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Donations to the Biblieal Library of the Amer. B. S. 


By Ex1as Bovuptnor, Esq. President.—A French Bible, folio, 
called Calvin’s Bible, printed by the celebrated R. Etienne, 1565. 
This translation, begun in 1535, is the first that was used by 
the French Protestant Reformed Church: it contains‘ an epistle 
giving an account of the translation, a preface by Calvin, prefaces 
to each book, marginal notes, block cuts, maps and indexes, in ex- 
cellent preservation. 

By the same.—An English Bible, quarto, Roman character, with 
block cuts, a table of proper names ; Newbold & Hopkins’ Psalms, 
set to music, imprinted at London, by Christopher Baker, 1595. 

By Mrs. Susan Vercereav Beaprorp, (daughter of Elias Bou- 
dinot, Esq.)—A French Bible, folio, Amsterdam, 1700, containing 
an epistle and preface by Calvin ; the psalms in verse, by M. Con- 
rart, (being the second version ;) the forms of prayer, catechism 
and confession of faith of the French Protestant Reformed Church. 

By Peren D. Vroom, Esq. of Rariten, N. J—A Dutch Bible, 
folio, Amsterdam, 1603. This version is prior to that at present 
used in the Dutch Protestant Keformed Church. 
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By Mr. James Eastsunn.—The Holie Bible, faithfully transia- 
ted into the English, out of the authentical (vulgate) Latin, with 
arguments of the books and chapters, annotations, tables and other 
helpes, for better understanding of the text, for discoverie of cor- 
ruptions in some late translations and for clearing controversies in 
seligion.—By the English College of Douay. Printed at Douay, 
by Lawrence Kellan, at the sign of the Holie Lainbe—2 vols. quar- 
to, 1610. 
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NEW AUXILIARIES TO THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

The following Societies have lately become auxiliary to the 
National Institution : viz— 

‘The Bible Society of Fredericksburgh,’ (Va.), Rev. E. C. 
M‘Guire, Cor. Sec’y. ‘ 

‘ The Vermont B. S.’ 

‘ The Aux. B. S. of Ashville,’ (N. C.), Francis H. Porter, Cor. 
Secretary 

‘ The B. S. of Columbia County,’ (N. Y.}, Rev. James Strong, 
Secretary. 3 

‘ The Female B. S. of Wilkesbarre,’ (Pa.), Mrs. Mary Bow- 
man, Secretary. 

‘ The Female B.S. of Dutchess County,’ (N. Y.), (formerly 
the B. S. of Amenia) ; become auxiliary Ist Oct. 1817—Mrs. 
Sally Hyde, Principal ; Mrs. Elizabeth Reynolds, Sec’y. 

The above additions make the number of Auxiliaries knaown— 
one hundred and eighteen. 


ED 6 


LINES 


ADDRESSED TO AN ONLY DAUGHTER ON THE FIFTEENTH ANNIVER- 
SARY OF HER BIRTH DAY, FEBRUARY 27, 1816. 
‘The King’s daughter is all glorious within, her raiment is of wrought gold.” 


Let the unthinking crowd admire | Than the rich tints of crient light 

The rich, magnificent attire That burst upon the ravish’d sight, 
By earthly princes worn; Bright heralds of the sun. 

Let them, with fascinated eye, 


The glittering gems and gold descry O may her bosom ne’er aspire 


Their temples which adorn. Riches or honour to acquire, 
Or rank, or towering fame ; 
Be it my Emma’s wish to shine These short-liv’d pageants of a day : 
In robes wrought by a hand divine, | All earthly glories fade away, 
Emmanuel’s Righteousness !— And leave an empty name. 


O! may her soul be pure within 
I’rom every stain, and every sin, 
And sanctified by grace. 


But the bright diadem and crown 
The King of kings himself anon 
Will place upon their head 





far more illustrious will appear Who serve him faithfully below, 
Than stars amid their radiant sphere,, And at his footstool bow, 
Or the effulgent moon ; i Will never, never fade! 


Bap. Mis, Mag, 











